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EXPERIENCES AT LILY DALE. 
By Hereward Carrington. 


Introduction. 


[The following account was omitted from Mr. Carring- 
ton’s published Report on the phenomena witnessed at Lily 
Dale, tho it was a part of it as filed in our office. It was not 
deemed desirable to publish it in connection with the physical 
phenomena that had been the subject of investigation. The 
reason for omitting it there was the simple one that the in- 
cidents here recorded are of a wholly different type from 
those which were commented upon in that Report. It would 
only have confused the issue in psychic research to have asso- 
ciated them with the subject and phenomena of that Report. 
Besides, there was another important reason for omitting 
them at that time. The facts in this account, whatever we 
may think of them, are not so striking and impressive as 
those of the physical type which had challenged interest. 
Those who are expecting physical miracles would not be 
interested in such tame things as are here recorded, and those 
who are looking for evidence of the psychical sort would not 
be convinced, if very sceptical, by incidents that have no bet- 
ter credentials than these. We desire in all cases possible to 
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give facts that will be suggestive, without accepting the judg- 
ment of the narrator for their value. The phenomena must 
show their own credentials under conditions that any one 
might state, and that exclude the possibility of trickery, when 
we know that trickery is so fertile and resourceful in means. 

Now Mr. Carrington did not pretend that the incidents 
reported in this paper were scientifically evidential. He was 
simply desirous of being fair to all aspects of the place and its 
phenomena. It was his judgment, and, from my general 
familiarity with these phenomena, I can quite readily agree 
with him, that the incidents in this account probably contain 
some supernormal facts. They at least have every appear- 
ance of being the right kind of phenomena, and as they are 
psychical, not physical, they present less objections to their 
credibility than the latter. They simply happen to have less 
certification than the scientific sceptic wishes to have before 
giving in his adhesion to the supernormal. But Mr. Carring- 
ton was reporting his findings, and it did not matter whether 
they gave evidence of the supernormal or not. His belief 
was that some of the coincidences were very suggestive of 
the supernormal and that it was only fair to say so. But it 
would have put them in a wrong light to have associated them 
with such palpable frauds as he observed in the physical phe- 
nomena. Their defective impressiveness, as compared with 
more evidential phenomena, would have caused misunder- 
standing as to his position, and of the importance of the 
incidents concerned.—Editor. | 


Sunday evening, August 4th. Early in the evening I wan- 
dered over to the Auditorium, in order to hear what was go- 
ing on. I found the platform was to be occupied by Mrs. A., 
a well-known platform speaker and test medium, whom I was 
anxious to hear. I was and am well aware of the methods 
often employed by such mediums, in order to acquire their 
information about sitters and persons in the audience, and 
I was keenly on the look-out for indications that tended to 
point in that direction, as well as those indications which 
seemed to point away from it. The report I wrote at the 
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time was, therefore, interspersed with possible explanations 
and doubts, and I have somewhat altered the original report 
in writing this review, because of the further and fuller 
knowledge I attained later on. This is the only report which 
I have altered in the least, save for some few verbal correc- 
tions. 

Let me say, without further ado, that I am fully convinced 
that Mrs. A. is perfectly honest in her work, both public and 
private. Whatever the explanation of her power may be, I 
am convinced, both from a study of her work, and from per- 
sonal conversation with her, that she is sincere in her belief; 
and that fraud does not enter into her mediumship in any de- 
gree. Let me enumerate some of the many facts that forced 
me to this conclusion, before proceeding with my report of 
her “ tests,’ which thus assume a genuine psychological 
value, from any point of view; or however we may value 
them as evidence of the supernormal. My chief reasons for 
thinking this medium honest are these: 

I have on several occasions been talking to Mrs. A., when 
a stranger would walk up, ask for a sitting, book it, and de- 
part. Mrs. A. had no idea who these various persons were,— 
as I have good cause to know,—at least on a few of these oc- 
casions. Mrs. A. would book the hour of her appointment in 
her book, and the sitter would visit her at the appointed 
time. Mrs. A. never took the name of the sitter, and hardly 
ever remembered who her next sitter was to be. I looked 
in her appointment book, with her permission, and saw that 
certain hours were noted, but no names were mentioned. any- 
where. In view of the fact that a sitting was arranged for 
nearly every half hour throughout the day, it would have 
been quite impossible for the medium to have remembered 
each person, especially as she scarcely glanced at the person 
making the appointment; and, when she was interested in 
the conversation going on around her, paid practically no at- 
tention to him at all. I have frequently made appointments 
for strangers under these circumstances. Further, I may 
say that I managed to obtain a seat next to Mrs. A. at the 
dining table, and, in the course of ten days, we had got to 
know one another quite well. I may say that, as a result of 
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this close personal observation, I became quite convinced 
that the medium was sincere and honest; and I shall want 
some very strong evidence to the contrary, before I believe 
her guilty of any fraud. We talked and joked about the me- 
dium’s Blue Book; discussed the fraud that was prevalent all 
over the country, and she, in a hundred ways, plainly showed 
that she was perfectly honest in her beliefs, and in her 
methods of working. I register this as my opinion, merely; 
formed as the result of, and warranted by, my close observa- 
tion and personal acquaintance with this medium. With 
these facts in mind, then, let us turn to a consideration of the 
tests I heard on this first Sunday evening. 

After some singing, a lecture, and some introductory re- 
marks by the chairman, the medium was introduced. She 
pronounced a brief benediction, and then retired to a chair at 
the rear of the platform, and bowed her head on her hands. 
Two or three other ladies were on the platform, also occupy- 
ing chairs. I since learned that one, at least, was a friend of 
the medium; and I obtained a sitting with this medium, the 
results of which sitting I shall give later on. Who the others 
were I do not remember. There was silence for a few mo- 
ments, while the medium sat as I have indicated; then she 
arose, apparently “controlled” by a childish influence. I 
afterwards ascertained that this was an Indian girl, and a 
few words of greeting were extended to the audience. Then 
came the “tests.” I made brief notes of these, as they were 
in progress, and somewhat expand these as I write. They 
ran about as follows, omitting all the trivial and unevidential 
talk, which I did not have time to note. 

“In this part of the house” [pointing] “there comes 
the influence of alady. She has a very gentle nature, tender, 
loving and kind. She was a great sufferer. She always re- 
mained indoors a great deal, went out very little, and grew 
thin and weak gradually. She was about as tall as my me- 
dium ” [i. ¢., herself, the “control” or “ guide” is supposed 
to be speaking, now] “her hands are white and cold. Do 
you recognize this description as that of any spirit you 


know?” [The lady indicated stated that she did recognize 
it. ] 
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“To you, sir, or to the lady just back of you, comes a 
spirit. She dies from a disease of the stomach, causing her 
great pain. It seems to eat away her stomach slowly. At 
the end she could partake of liquid food only, and very little 
of that. Ah! It is for the lady. She” [the spirit] “ died 
by inches, so to speak. She coughed a great deal before she 
passed out, but she did not die from that, but from stomach 
trouble. Do you recognize this description, madam?” [This 
was recognized. | 

“To the gentleman next the lady, there come spirits of a 
lady and gentleman, together.” [Here the medium broke 
off, turned sharply to the right and said, apparently to an- 
other spirit, standing beside her, “ Don’t try to control here; 
I can do this work,” etc. It was a very pretty piece of dra- 
matic play, seeming to indicate that there were two spirits 
trying to control the organism at one time. Of course I in- 
dicate what was apparently happening, without in any way 
asserting that such was actually the case. The medium then 
resumed]. “They are both large in build and positive. 
There is also a younger man, a blood tie; he is in the family; 
a young boy; a brother; he is like you; dark and ‘fresh’ 
looking; he had a beautiful soul.” [Recognized]. 

“There comes a lady to you, sir [a gentleman indi- 
cated] and she says she is getting in touch with ‘ my boy.’ 
She has controlled your writing......... I go over the water, 
and seeamanandawoman. You've seen lots of the world 
yourself. The love of kin is strong with you all; and that’s 
what’s brought this spirit back. Do you understand me, sir?” 
[ Apparently recognized, but it will be seen that this message 
is very general. ‘Taken in conjunction with all the others, 
however, I do not think that chance guessing can be invoked 
as an explanation. With these factors eliminated, my reader 
must form his or her own opinions of the case and its value. 
Let us return to the tests, however. | 

“ Charlotte....I hear that name called....But I will go 
back to that gentleman there. The spirit that comes to me 
has a very white skin and long, dark hair. She has a classical 
face, striking...I want to paint...was she an artist? With 
her comes a beautiful woman...” [Recognized]. 
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“ Charlotte....I hear that name again...I want to em- 
brace and console.” [The medium turns to a lady sitting on 
the platform with her, and puts her arms around her.] “I 
feel like a mother to you, I want to love and care for you, to 
look after you...” etc. [This lady then announced that her 
mother’s name was Charlotte; that she willed her mother to 
appear to her as a test; that she had then beheld an apparition 
of her mother, standing close to the medium; that this appa- 
rition had spoken, and said to her “ you will hear from me 
before she is through,” and vanished. It will be remembered 
that the medium had heard the name pronounced, apparently 
in her ear, once before the actual message was given her; 
and certainly is a most interesting case, if genuine. I have 
already stated my full conviction that the medium was and is 
honest ; and I may say that I made it a point to cultivate the 
acquaintance of the lady, sitting on the platform with the 
medium behind her. She is a trance medium, Mrs. D., who is 
also, I am quite convinced, honest through and through, and 
with whom I subsequently had a sitting, which I shall detail 
later on in this Report. I cannot hope to impart this confi- 
dence in her honesty to others, on paper; and in any case we 
must assume that these facts were known to the medium, 
Mrs. A., as the two were friends; though I have no evidence 
that they were actually known, and probably were not. The 
reader must form his own opinions of the evidential value of 
the incident. ] 

“To you,” [a lady indicated] “ I want to go on my knees, 
and look up to you—but I am not a child. I am a grown 
person, a gentleman. I feel that I am throwing off a weight. 
He says that if he had been more humble here on earth it 
would have been much better. Try and overlook those things 
I did that tired you so....I get the influence of a young 
woman; she loved children, and works with and for them yet. 
She died of... well, it’s a delicate subject. Come to me after 
the tests are over and [ will tell you more about it, if you 

“T get the influence of an elderly gentleman—a father.” 
[A lady indicated in the audience.] “ He is a large man, tall; 
he did not care for these subjects much—not at all, in fact. 
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You have two fathers over there—a real father and one you 
called father.” (Yes.) “ And they tell you to build up your 
health, and everything else will be well. That is the most 
important thing for you to do now 

“A man comes to you, sir,” [gentleman indicated] “ who 
seems to want country life all the time; he wants lots of fresh 
air. He loved animals. I see you selling a horse; you put 
your hand on its back; it’s a fine horse; did you ever sell 
one?” (Yes, after the Civil War I did.) (Is it a grey 
horse?) “No...its...They bring me the shape of a horse 
...and with him comes this large man with dark hair—a 
father.” 

“T get the name Wilbur—Fred Wilbur. He is quiet and 
drowsy. He seems to have had long spells of sleep. Did he 
die in that way?” [The tady spoken to replied that she did 
not know; that he had died in a hospital. She then volun- 
teered the remark that she heard he had taken poison, from 
the results of which he died. The medium hurriedly replied, ] 
“No. Tell her that is wrong...I did not die in that way, so 
you may rest easy...” 

“T feel full of medicine; as though I had been taking one 
drug after another. I feel thirsty and dry too. It is a man 
and he died of consumption. He is for you [indicating a 
lady in the audience.] You watched him die; you took the 
spit—if you will excuse the inelegant expression—on the 
cloth at the last. It was a blow in the life of a young girl...” 
[General messages of consolation, etc., followed. ] 

“T get a name; it sounds like....Fifner.” (Yes.) 
“ There is a lady—you know; don’t get into an argument with 
her over religion. Talk about every-day things, but not 
about religion; do you understand me?” (Yes.) [There 
was a clapping of hands at this, as at several of the best points 
that were made; and the gentleman seated next to me 
laughed, and remarked to me that the lady addressed was a 
Roman Catholic. ] 

“To you, sir,” [indicating an old gentleman] “comes an 
influence. I see the letter W A man comes to you,” 
(How old?) “ About...Younger than middle age.” (Yes.) 
“And he gives the name Will or Wilbur.” [The gentleman 
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then stated that this was his partner’s name, and volunteered 
other information about him.] ‘“ He had a motion that he 
constantly made with his head—so ” [indicating] “ before he 
died.” (Yes.) [The medium here stated that she felt there 
was someone present in the audience who was sceptical, and 
asked the gentleman just addressed whether she knew him, 
or had ever seen him before. He stated that she had not. ] 

“IT see a very small woman, very neat; her hair drawn 
down to the sides of her head. She gives the name Hanna 
Jenkins.” [Not recognized.] “ Charlie 
comes to you” [going back to the lady who had received the 
last test, see above] “and Charlie says it will be all right; 
and that you are not to worry about the matter that is on 
your mind. Do you know what that means?” [The lady 
replied that she did.]_ [Several minor and unevidential tests 
were then given, giving advice, consolation, etc. I did not 
take notes of this material, and so I am unable to give it here. 
When these were finished, the medium resumed: ] 

“T get the influence of a lady—Mary....Merley.... 
(Marion?) [This question was put by a gentleman in the 
audience. ‘The questioner then stood up, and stating that 
this must be his wife, addressing him. At this the me- 
dium became angry, asserting that he had spoiled whatever 
test might be coming to him, etc., and ending up with: “ Get 
up on the platform and do the work yourself.” At this the 
man subsided into his chair. ] 

[A test was then given by the medium to herself; 7. e., 
the soi-disant “ Nellie,” controlling her organism, supposedly, 
spoke through her, and gave a message to the medium her- 
self. The supposed spirit was Nellie Mosher, a former friend 
of the medium. ‘The voice was slightly changed, during the 
delivery of this message, but went back again to normal in- 
stantly. It was a very pretty piece of dramatic play, on any 
theory of the case. The medium then resumed:] 

“ Kate...she died of cancer. I see piles of lumber before 
me, and I see you” [indicating a lady] “ picking up pieces of 
lumber; and I see an empty house. You are packing up and 
moving—putting the furniture together, etc. To the gentle- 
man with the skull cap, there comes a lady—a young girl— 
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and she bends over you. You and she are very much alike 
across the forehead. ‘There is a blood tie she is a young 
sister—no, a daughter, and she says that you are to be happy 
the few years you are to live....” 

“Tom...Tom Wilson. He is a painter, a house painter,” 
(Yes) “and he says he is trying to get the right shade of life; 
and he says he finds it growing lighter....” 


* * * 


The above passages represent the relevant and important 
tests only—those suggestive of personal identity and the 
supernormal. The vast bulk, or at least a large proportion 
of the messages were not of this character, but statements 
from the spirits, saying that they were happy; that they were 
glad to be there; to find the person indicated was investigat- 
ing, and looking into the subject; to say that the future 
“looked bright ” for him or her; that what he or she had in 
mind would be “ all right;” etc., etc. These messages were 
usually acknowledged as correct, but they were of too general 
a nature to warrant our assuming that anything supernormal 
was connected with their acquisition or delivery. It is differ- 
ent with the messages I have given above, where, it would 
seem to me, chance is excluded, in at least some of the cases, 
and the choice must rest between fraud and supernormal ac- 
quisition of the facts mentioned. And fraud is eliminated. 
Again, I merely state this as my personal opinion, after 
knowledge of, and conversation with, the medium. I may 
be wrong in this, but I register my opinion that the facts 
given were not secured by fraudulent means. 

I subsequently obtained a private sitting with Mrs. A., 
but with negative results. The medium sat with bowed head 
for some minutes, then stated that she could obtain nothing’ 
for me. I was prepared for this, as the medium had, on sev- 
eral previous occasions, stated that she did not believe she 
could obtain anything for me, should I insist in having a sit- 
ting with her. She had tried to overcome this idea by auto- 
suggestion, but without success. The medium stated that 
she always obtained the best results for sitters the very first 
time she ever saw them; before she had spoken to them, al- 
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most, and before she knew them personally. The first sitting 
was always her best. It will be seen that this is diametrically 
opposed to the evidence obtained in the Piper case, e. g., 
where the first sitting is very rarely good, and the evidence 
improves as a rule, ceteris paribus, with each additional sitting. 
Subsequently, I had some very interesting conversations with 
this medium, the substance of which I hope to give in another 
place. 
* * * * * 
Sitting with Mrs. D. 
August 13, 1907... 

I had had many conversations with this medium before 
obtaining a sitting, and knew that much would have to be 
discounted on that account. I sat next the medium at table 
for several days, and came to the conclusion that she was per- 
fectly honest in her beliefs and in her work. This is the lady 
who sat upon the platform, during Mrs. A.’s test séance, men- 
tioned above, and who obtained the name Charlotte, and 
subsequently, the spirit-message. At the time I thought this 
strongly indicated collusion, and so stated in my original 
notes; but subsequent investigation, and personal knowledge 
of, and conversation with, the medium, have caused me to 
alter that opinion, and to feel certain that I had made a mis- 
take, and that this medium, also, was perfectly honest,and any 
results obtained through her mediumship were to be relied 
upon. Iam perfectly aware of the fact that I cannot ask my 
reader to agree with me when I have no stronger and more 
scientific evidence to offer than my mere impression; but I 
had no time while at Lily Dale to propose and carry out tests; 
and I felt confident, further, that, inasmuch as I was there 

‘under an assumed name, and as no one knew who I was, in 
reality, and as I had a fairly good memory-picture of what I 
had said to each medium, about myself, I felt that it would 
be no great difficulty to sort out the wheat from the chaff, 
after the sitting—to pick out what might have been guessed 
or surmised, in other words, from what might not have been 
so guessed,—going on the supposition that the medium 
worked up her material from facts consciously or uncon- 
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sciously supplied, by myself or others. I only obtained sit- 
tings with three trance mediums while at Lily Dale (out of 
the numbers there) for the reason that these three I felt to 
be honest; and whatever results might be obtained through 
them would have a psychological interest, and would not be 
due to fraud, however little might be obtained. In the pres- 
ent case, then, I felt and feel satisfied that the results obtained 
were not obtained by fraud; and I consequently give a brief 
summary of this case (and the next one) for the reason that 
so little evidencing the supernormal was obtained, that a de- 
tailed record was not kept at the time; and I have no notes 
now, in consequence. In outline, the sitting was something 
like this: 

The medium seated me at the opposite side of a small 
table, from herself, and held both my hands in hers. She 
then closed her eyes, and bowed her head. She was soon 
entranced. She asserted that complete amnesia is present, 
during this trance state, though not loss of sensibility. She 
spoke in her normal voice, and several times, during the sit- 
ting, the medium opened her eyes, and showed that the iris 
of the eye was still visible, and was not turned upward. The 
pupil, apparently, reacted to light in a perfectly normal man- 
ner. Her motions were also normal. 

The medium outlined my character and surroundings with 
fair accuracy, and offered some advice which was good, so 
far as it went. The medium referred to my work, present 
and future, and predicted great success along certain lines— 
particularly in the year 1909. It was stated that I should 
keep myself more open and receptive to direct influences, and 
be guided more by them. [This was good, but might have 
been surmised by the medium from conversations with me. ] 

It is useless for me to give a full account of the sitting, 
even if I had the full notes, which I have not. There was no 
trace of any personal identity in any of the messages or com- 
munications; which consisted, for the most part, in such ad- 
vice as one person might give another. The medium cer- 
tainly showed that she possessed a sound insight into my 
mental life and viewpoint, but I doubt if this exceeded what 
might have been obtained by conversation with me, or obser- 
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vations of my personal appearance. One fact, however, is 
worthy of notice, and interested me greatly at the time. 
Several times, while passing into the trance state, the medium 
brushed her face with her hands as though to remove some 
sticky substance. She asserted that this “substance’’ felt 
like cob-webs. In view of the fact that this “ cob-webby ” 
sensation has been experienced and commented upon by sev- 
eral materializing mediums, and, also, by one or two trance 
mediums with whom I am acquainted, I think this fact has 
its significance, and is at least worthy of being recorded. 


* * * 


* 


Sitting with Mrs. H. 


* 


August 8, 1907. 

For reasons it would take too long to detail here, I became 
convinced of this medium’s honesty, and determined to ob- 
tain a sitting with her. Mrs. H. is the medium who first in- 
formed me of the “ medium’s club,” mentioned on page 109 
of my “ Report ” on Lily Dale; (Proceedings, A. S. P. R., Vol. 
II, Part 1); and, because of her refusal to join that, she was 
practically ostracized by the other mediums, and refused ad- 
mittance to their séances for several years. Before I left 
Lily Dale I was on quite familiar terms with this medium, and 
found her to be bitterly opposed to fraud. She had, in fact, 
actually exposed several of the mediums, and related some 
amusing experiences to me. For the present I must ask the 
reader to take it for granted that this medium is honest, and 
read the sitting for its psychological value and interest,— 
whatever that may be. The séance presented so little of the 
supernormal that I shall not waste my time in defending the 
medium’s honesty, however, but will let the reader form 
whatever opinion he chooses on the results obtained. 

Mrs. H. apparently passes into a trance state, her eyes 
remaining closed throughout the trance. She asserts that 
complete amnesia is present, which might or might not be 
the case, to judge from external symptoms. Her voice and 
actions are normal. The medium held both my hands 
throughout the séance, which ran about as follows: 

You are going to be very successful. I see several great 
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honors come to you—one in particular will come to you 
when you are past middle life. I see you going on a long 
train journey—towards the setting sun. I also see you going 
a long journey by water. On this journey I see you with 
many persons travelling, and I see that you are the youngest 
man among them. All the others are older than you. You 
are going in the interests of some club or society, and you 
are to bring back some reports with you. Some of these 
persons object to your being there; but, when it is all over, 
and you are returning, they will be the very ones who are 
most glad that you were there. The reports will be im- 
portant, and startling in their nature; and, being so contrary 
to accepted doctrines, will arouse much discussion, and make 
you two enemies,—who will not seriously harm you, how- 
ever. Youare serious. You are fond of writing. I see you 
writing much. You are too energetic, and, unless you are 
careful, your energy will run away with your body. You 
must be careful about that—very. I see a tall man, large 
with white hair, brushed back from the forehead. [Unrecog- 
nized, but this is the second medium who has described this 
man in almost identical terms.] He controls your writing. 
He modifies your sentences. With him there is a very small 
man, whose hair stands up all over his head; he has a very 
sweet expression. [Unrecognized.] I see a lady come to 
you; she wants to kiss you.... You will have many ups and 
downs for the next four years. After that all will be more 
or less plain sailing. You need not be afraid of dying poor, 
as, if you’re not careful, they'll fight over what you leave. 
But all you get will be through your own energies. On the 
trip West, about which I spoke to you, an offer will be made 
you which will turn out well financially. A few dollars in- 
vested by you will bring big results. This will be the result 
of a chance remark let drop by someone. I see very little 
home-life for you; much office, but little home. I see you 
surrounded by books [true] and some pictures, and you are 
writing. In the office there are two men and soon there will 
be a third, who has good business management, and will place 
your work over a wider area than it now covers. You are 
now limited to the few; then it will reach many. [This is 
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good and true.}] You write much, and what you say will be 
new to the world. I see very little domestic life for you— 
though I get the office 

(What about affairs of the heart ?) 

I see a girl who is very fond of you. You think lots 
of her too. She admires your brain more than anything else 
—she always admires people with brains—more than any- 
thing else. As I see more of her, I like her better. She is 
artistic, and right down in your soul you are too, though you 
don’t show it in your writings. You keep to yourself pretty 
much. [This is very good and for the most part true. ] 

A few other remarks, personal, and unimportant, were 
made, and the séance closed. No evidence of personal iden- 
tity was offered, it will be seen, and no conclusive evidence 
of the supernormal, such as we are accustomed to demand; 
but there was, nevertheless, an undercurrent of correct hits 
and suggestive remarks that seem to indicate that the me- 
dium read my character with remarkable accuracy, and the 
remarks were both interesting and suggestive to me. I re- 
gret that I cannot state fully the reasons that make the sit- 
ting valuable to me, but these will be apparent to any one 
reading the sitting, or can readily be imagined by them. 
Some of the information might have been obtained or conjec- 
tured subconsciously by the medium, in the course of her 
conversations with me, but I have no proof of this. This 
sitting was the last that I had with trance mediums at Lily 
Dale, except that with Miss Gray, the report of which was 
published in the Proceedings (Vol. II., Part I.) 


. 
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MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIMENT. 


November 23rd, 1906. 

While performing some experiments in telepathy this 
evening we decided to rest for a few minutes, and Mrs. B. 
and Miss M. proposed to try an experiment themselves. 
They sat down and held hands. The lights were turned 
down and the following happened, Mrs. B. being the speaker. 

“Behind Mr. Carrington is a dignified old gentleman 
with a high forehead, protruding brow, sharp eyes. In his 
hand is a roll of manuscripts. He opens them over Mr. C.’s 
head and scatters them like a pack of cards. I see it so dis- 
tinctly. A knife [afterward said to be a paper knife] lies 
there. I see letters, the letter P., no I don’t know. They 
may be Greek letters. I don’t know Greek letters. [pause.] 
wait a moment. [pause. ] 

Now there is a pet scheme you are not talking about. It 
seems in connection with a pet scheme you have in mind 
which he wants to give you some points about. I don’t un- 
derstand the system. He shows a tri-square and a compass. 
Wait now, it is becoming more clear. 

[The following was spoken very slowly a word at a time 
as if spelled out and read a letter at atime. There was espe- 
cial deliberation with the longer words, a syllable at a time 
coming. ] 

You are quite right in the ideas you hold. Fail not to 
realize their fulfillment; two years will pass before their ac- 
complishment, but to him that overcometh it is written to 
him cometh success. Do not consider me.... What is it 
.... his offer he makes. Crown the hope of your life with 
the full knowledge of complete success. [‘ success’ repeated | 
twice.] God strengthen your right hand, boy, for the ac- 
complishment and duty of the task. God keep you boy. 
[ pause. | 

At this point after the pause, Mrs. B. stretched out her 
hands and exclaimed: “I want to go. Won’t you take me. 


I want to go, please. Help me. A long time ago. Oh please 
take me. I want to go.” 
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Mrs. B. then rose and walked toward Mr. Carrington and 
turned to the left, pointing into the air while she said: 
“There, don’t you see. Don’t go away. Won't you take 
me, etc.” She went to the piano, pleading in this way, and 
as it stopped her walking she leaned over repeating the re- 
quest to be taken and broke out sobbing. Almost her last 
utterance, before starting to recover normal consciousness, 
was: “ Don’t go away dearest,” and sobbed bitterly. Sud- 
denly she turned toward me and gazed in silence and a start- 
led look as if frightened at something. I had suspected the 
apparition of her deceased husband and as soon as I thought 
best I began questioning her as to what she saw. My object 
was to use the transitional state for connecting the trance 
with the normal memory, and hence I prodded her with ques- 
tions to make her mind reach back to the impressions of the 
subliminal. Presently she said she saw something and in a 
moment remarked that she saw Mr. Carrington’s mother and 
an old man. I then asked her if she saw anything after that, 
and she said: “I think I saw Captain.” I then ceased further 
questioning. Mrs. B.’s husband, deceased, was always called 
“ Captain.” 

In a moment she remarked that Mr. C.’s mother had a 
gray gown and put up her hands and turned to him. Mrs. 
B. withheld some things from mention and told me of them 
afterward.. They are too personal to mention, tho they 
might be useful in throwing light upon certain curious sug- 
gestions in connection with this problem. 

Later Mrs. B. recalled her mental states while pleading 
with her deceased husband, but it was after I had given a clue 
or suggestion of them to her. There was apparent difficulty. 
in remembering them and I have no doubt that it was as 
much due to my suggestion as to anything of her own. The 
experience quite exhausted her. 

JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


December 11th, 1906. 
The “ dignified old gentleman” I do not know. The “ pet 
scheme” is very good. My father used geometrical instru- 
ments, compasses, etc., all his life, but he does not tally with the 
description given of the “old gentleman.” Then comes the 
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“message,” the explanation of which I cannot, unfortunately, 
give in full at this time. ‘To my mind “the ideas I hold” and 
the “ pet scheme” both refer to the same thing. This is a book 
which I have in preparation, embodying a number of new ideas 
on the subject of human vitality. I do not care to go into the 
contents of the book now, save to say that, if the general ideas 
are ever accepted by science, the book will prove revolutionary in 
more than one sense. It will be, in all probability, another two 
years before the book sees the light. I have had to overcome 
many obstacles and difficulties in the writing of the book, and 
these are probably what I am to continue to overcome. As to the 
“ offer,” I do not know what is meant by this. The remainder of 
the “ message ” deals with the same subject, the book, which has 
been, for nearly four years past, the central interest of my life. 


HEREWARD CARRINGTON. 


Mrs. B. knew nothing about Mr. Carrington’s father at 
that time. The pertinence of some of the incidents will be 
apparent to the reader. The book was actually finished and 
published in a little less than two years. In the first part of 
Mrs. B.’s utterances there is evident the action of her own 
subliminal processes. What the reference to Greek letters 
means no one knows. ‘The chief interest, however, in the 
record is the indication of merely incipient mediumship. 
Mrs. B. has not practiced this much and has had much aver- 
sion to it. On this occasion it was entirely involuntary and 
spontaneous that she was “controlled.” While there is not 
much to interest the student that seeks conclusive evidence 
for the supernormal, the record is important as indicating 
borderland psychological conditions and phenomena that 
may throw light upon the development of mediumship, what- 
ever the explanation we give of it. That is an important part 
of our problem at present and we need not insist that every 
instance of these phenomena should sparkle with evidence of 
the supernormal. It is quite as important to study the stages 
which illustrate the subliminal processes which may termi- 
nate in the more striking phenomena. 

Mrs. B. is the lady who has been connected with other 
publications of the Society under this name. 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under this 
head and no indorsement is implied except that it has been furnished 
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless 
withheld at his own request. 


MISCELLANEOUS PHENOMENA. 


We have published the results of experiment with Mrs. 
Quentin in the previous numbers of the Journal, and wish here 
to publish other and spontaneous types of experience of which 
she has been the subject. It is important in the present stage 
of the work of psychical research that we should begin to 
show the articulated and organic character of the phenomena 
which have been under observation for so many years. The 
reason for this will be apparent from a brief review of the 
history of the work. 

Before the English Society was organized, the phenom- 
ena which the spiritualists claimed for their single explana- 
tion had not been classified adequately, and hence it was the 
task of science to insist upon this. The phenomena which 
we now distinguish into telepathic, clairvoyant, premonitory, 
mediumistic, dowsing, etc., were all attributed to the same 
cause and that a spiritistic one. But it was apparent to scien- 
tific men that the doubt about the existence of spirits made it 
imperative to prove their existence before endeavoring to ex- 
tend their explanatory power over so wide a field. Hence in 
collecting the incidents which spiritualists had so long 
claimed to be important facts the first step was to distinguish 
that type which might reasonably be claimed to be evidential 
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of a spiritistic source. Those which presented at least super- 
ficial credentials of this view had to be supernormal facts 
representing the personal identity of deceased persons. All 
others, whatever explanation might apply, could not be ad- 
duced as evidence of such a view. Hence telepathic, clair- 
voyant and premonitory phenomena had to be excluded from 
a spiritistic explanation until the existence of spirits was 
proved. The result was the classification of these various 
phenomena in a manner which appeared to indicate that the 
explanation in each case had to be distinct from every other 
explanation. The need of distinguishing between the differ- 
ent types of fact carried with it the apparent assumption that 
the cause for them was no more connected than was their na- 
ture. The evidential problem was confused with the explan- 
atory, by supposing that a distinction of evidence carried 
with it a distinction of causes. While limiting the spiritual- 
ist’s right to use all types of phenomena as evidence of his 
theory the policy carried with it, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, the supposition that there was no real organic unity 
in the phenomena. ‘This was an error, tho a pardonable one, 
in this early stage of the work. But it is time now to cor- 
rect it. 

I shall not undertake to elaborate any matters of method 
in suggesting the way of correcting this error, tho insistence 
on the difference between evidential and explanatory func- 
tions would indicate the direction in which reconstructive 
work would take. , But I shall simply call attention to a 
simple way of regarding it, as based upon that distinction. 
It is that the evidential problem is analytic: the explanatory 
is synthetic. By this I mean that the investigation of the 
spiritistic theory required us to analyze and classify the phe- 
nomena with reference to their value in reference to that 
claim. The analysis involved the discrimination of one type 
from another according to characteristics that did or did not 
reflect evidence of the personal identity of deceased persons. 
It would be clear in this analysis that we should refuse to ex- 
plain supernormal phenomena that were not evidential of 
spirits by their agency, tho we should require to know some- 
thing about the nature of any agency which we did invoke. 
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But in the adoption of terms for the classification of the phe- 
nomena it was natural to make assumptions about some im- 
plied process of explanation. But in fact all these terms, tel- 
epathy, clairvoyance, and premonition, and perhaps even 
mediumistic incidents of the other type, were only names of 
facts, certain types of facts, and there was and has been no 
right to assume any knowledge of the process affecting them. 
If we remember, however, that these terms are only classifi- 
catory and not explanatory, we shall observe that they have 
some sort of organic unity in spite of their distinctions in re- 
spect of the evidential problem of spirits. They are all super- 
normal, and what is more, there is no hard and fast line dis- 
tinguishing one subject of them from another. The phe- 
nomena may be distinguished in character clearly enough 
from each other. But the same person so often exhibits all 
types of them that we are obliged to take this into account in 
our explanations of them. They are often so allied in their 
connections and the physiological and psychological condi- 
tions attending them that we cannot be impressed with the 
hypothesis that the whole mass of them must have some 
common explanation, one comprehensive enough to include 
each type mentioned above. ‘That is, telepathy will not be 
explained by any hypothesis which will not also explain or 
connect itself with clairvoyance, and so on with the other 
types. It is clear that telepathy does not cover the whole 
field, just as it is quite as clear that clairvoyance does not. 
But the phenomena are so linked together in various cases 
that we cannot escape the supposition that the explanation 
must be as comprehensive as the nature of the facts. It 
makes no difference what explanation we adopt: whatever it 
is the causal agency must be more than what suffices to cover 
telepathy, clairvoyance and unintelligent premonition. 

It is at this point that the synthetic method of dealing 
with the phenomena becomes imperative. We have gotten 
far enough along to study this articulation and organic unity 
of the facts and to ascertain, if possible, whether there is any 
comprehensive view which will make all of them intelligible. 
We need to inquire for the concomitant phenomena which 
appear with any given type which interests us. The explan- 
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ation will be found in the conditions affecting the complex 
whole, and any severance of one type from its concomitants 
will only lead us astray as to the real causes. We must take 
the synthetic view of the facts when we come to explanation. 
We may take the analytic position in the study of evidence, 
but it will not give us the explanation. In all cases we should 
ascertain and record all the psychological attendants of any 
set of experiences. These may suggest the cause when the 
isolation of our phenomena only creates instead of solving a 
problem. ‘The real solution may lie right before us in the 
synthetic method while the analytic procedure only removes 
it from view. 

It will therefore be the policy of our publications to group 
all types of experiences by the same person together and not 
to separate them in a way to imply that they have no organic 
psychological connection. This is the reason for publishing 
the spontaneous experiences of Mrs. Quentin in connection 
with the experimental and evidently mediumistic records. 
The association of the various types with interpenetrating 
characteristics will have their suggestiveness to the true 
scientific man. That the explanation of ahy one type must 
be connected with that of another is the one important thing 
to be impressed upon the public, tho we may keep the evi- 
dential problem wholly distinct. But we cannot lose sight of 
the organic unity which makes theoretical simplicity a duty 
and a necessity. 

In illustration of. this avetinetie character of the phe- 
nomena I have only to call attention to the suggestive psy- 
chological similarity of the occasional statements of Mrs. 
Quentin in the trance at the beginning or at the end of sit- 
tings regarding her being “ far away,” and the experiences of 
being out of the body. Both of them have their distinct re- 
semblances to like statements in the trances of Mrs. Piper 
and of another case with which I am experimenting, and also 
occasional subliminal experiences of Mrs. Smead which will 
be found in the record of her sittings. With Mrs. Quentin the 
interest lies in the fact that she has more or less of these ex- 
periences in connection with different types of phenomena, 
and she shows, just as in the case of Mrs. Piper, more distinct 
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sensations of greater separation or distance from the body 
when the communications purport to come from spirits than 
when the phenomena appear telepathic or clairvoyant. In 
the dental operation she did not seem outside the body, but 
apparently in it, tho conscious but anaesthetic. Then to find 
all types of the phenomena closely associated is to recognize 
that they cannot be isolated in an ultimate explanation. If 
they are associated in their occurrence they must be associ- 
ated in an explanation. 

I do not propose any detailed theory of them. Only one 
thing is probable and that is that the possible independence of 
the soul would lead to a comprehensive explanation. This 
means that we cannot approach an explanation until we ad- 
mit that the materialistic theory will not account for the facts. 
If materialism be abandoned we admit that consciousness is 
not a function of the brain, and to concede that is to accept 
the existence of a subject other than the brain to account for 
consciousness. ‘That view will carry with it the probability 
of survival after death, or at least the possibility of it. If 
then phenomena occur which cannot be explained by any of 
the normal functions of that soul we may suppose them to be 
functions that are normally latent and lying on the border- 
land of the transcendental world of reality, with gradations of 
conditions that lead into rapport with it. If we should postu- 
late from the evidence of personal identity in mediumistic 
cases that the soul survives death we should have a position 
for unifying all the phenomena, even tho we did not do this 
by directly invoking the intervention of the discarnate to ex- 
plain them. With the supposition that the soul was an inde- 
pendent reality would go latent functions that might account 
for borderland phenomena while not accounting for those 
which showed the same connection with the deceased that 
telepathy is supposed to show between the living. Hence 
the supposition that there is a soul other than the brain will 
lie at the basis of the whole group of phenomena, while its 
borderland functions and occasional rapport with an ethereal 
or spiritual world will explain the extreme type of facts and 


a connection made that makes the whole set of phenomena 
intelligible. 
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July 12th, 1906. 


My dear Dr. Hyslop :— 


Thank you for your kind letters, both received. Mr. B. is 
going to send you the rest of our reports and I will try this sum- 
mer the line of experiments you suggest. Under some condi- 
tions I seem to be able to get good results from closed books, 
and then again fail absolutely, and the failures depress me, as I 
am so anxious always to succeed. I do not believe secondary 
personalities or controls come into this, as I am always in an ab- 
solutely normal condition during our experiments and have, I 
think, a perfectly normal mind, except that I am horribly sensi- 
tive to people’s atmosphere and seem to know just what they are 
thinking of. I sometimes fear my experiments are not of much 
value because I have read too much on the subject and am too 
introspective—not just a plain and placid personality like Mrs. 
Piper, for instance. Then, too, I cannot accept the spiritistic 
theory as far as I personally am concerned, and when my friends 
seem to get help and comfort from messages from their dear ones 
in the beyond through me it seems to me like a horrible fraud 
and that, too, depresses me. And yet telepathy cannot account 
for some of the identifications, which have been extraordinary 
and not known to anyone in the room—had to be verified after- 
wards. 

Now, you have asked me to write out a few facts about my- 
self. I will proceed to do so, stating first, however, that I never 
thought of them as out of the ordinary or even interesting until I 
read your two books, Myers’ Human Personality, Hudson, etc., etc. 

I have always had what Du Maurier described as “ the feeling 
of the North ’—very strong as a child—not so strong now—but 
when I go to a new place I am neither happy nor comfortable, 
nor do I sleep well until I have found it. I always know what 
o'clock it is when I awake at night. My husband used to laugh 
at me until I verified it over and over again. I have gone to bed 
at night very much troubled over a line in a poem I was writing 
and have waked up in the morning with it all there, just as I had 
been unsuccessfully struggling to put it. 

When I was about twelve years old I told my grandmother 
(who has since died) that I had several times had a curious 
dream about the old homestead where she lived and which we 
all loved very much. She turned and looked at me exclaiming, 
“Why! Have you had that old dream? I dream it, too, and my 
mother did before me.’”’ I am sorry she is no longer here to cor- 
roborate my statement that I had never heard her mention it be- 
fore; but what was my own amazement when my own daugh- 
ter, aged twelve, came to me one morning last winter saying, 
“ Mother, I have had such a funny dream about Great Neck.” It 
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was the same thing, word for word, and I am positive she had 
never heard either my grandmother or myself speak of it. 

On the 27th of last May I went to bed as usual and had a very 
peculiar dream, which, however, did not at the time seem like an 
ordinary experience. I think it was about 10 o’clock, as I awoke 
about 10.30, trembling, and got up to look at the clock. My 
brother-in-law, Harry Quentin, who died about two years ago, 
came and sat on the bed by me, and putting his face close to 
mine, looked into my eyes. That was all, but I was perfectly 
conscious that he was trying to convey something to my mind 
about my husband, who was in Mexico and had been ill there. 
Let me say that this brother, my husband and I have always 
been congenial in every way. Within a day or so I wrote my 
husband, telling him about it and asking if he had been trying 
any experiments with me. In due time he replied, “ This is cer- 
tainly very strange. On the evening of the 27th, about 9.30, I 
was thinking very hard of Harry, trying to communicate with 
him and get him to go and tell you that I was all right.” 

I could give you a hundred trivial instances of telepathy be- 
tween my children and myself and also with friends, but these 
are such a matter of course they have ceased to be strange. 

Will you tell me seriously whether you consider such experi- 
ments as we have indulged in either physically or mentally in- 
jurious? They used to tire me very much at first, but only do so 
now if the other mentalities in the room are unsympathetic and 
if I have to struggle to get into touch with them. Of course, I 
understand the law of mental suggestion and know why it is im- 
possible to get results under adverse conditions. But much as 
I love science I must do nothing to deprive my children of their 
right to be my first consideration... 

Pardon all these personalities from an entire stranger—I am 
quite ashamed to send them and feel that I have trespassed un- 
duly upon your time with trivialities which are perhaps neither 
interesting nor useful. 

I will send on the other reports as we get them. 

Very sincerely yours, 


A. B. QUENTIN. 
% * * 


New York, Oct. 16th, 1907. 

_Il asked Mrs. Q. for the letter to which she alludes in her 
account of the apparition which she describes in the above 
letter. I received the desired letter this morning and copy 
from it the statements of Mr. Q. The date and the super- 
scription are wanting, evidently for the reason that it was not 
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desired that I should see the latter. I quote the relevant part 
of it as follows: 


“You say you wonder if I tried to appear to you on the night 
of the 26th, as you had a strange dream about Harry and that 
he looked like me. Well this is certainly strange, for on that 
evening between 8.30 and 9.00 I was thinking very hard of Harry. 
I will explain more in detail as there may be something that will 
coincide with your dream. 

“The 27th was the day I rode out to the caves of Cascahua- 
milpa, returning to the Hacienda at 9 P. M. very tired, after some 
forty or fifty miles on horseback and hard climbing in the middle 
of the day. Just before reaching the Hacienda, it being of course 
dark and I so tired and sleepy. I could only just sit on the horse. 
As he walked along the trail I began to think of Harry and won- 
der in my half-sleepy state whether he was near me. In fact I 
tried to communicate with him and see if I could detect an an- 
swer that would in some way be tangible. Nothing, however, 
occurred except that comfortable feeling which one has in such 
cases and which may only arise from the fact that one wants 
things to be so. During this time I thought a great deal of you 
and wondered if Harry could let you know how and where I was. 
That night I had a most vivid dream of him myself but can re- 
member no special facts except that he was alive and with us 
and Lottie was dead. Of course all this may be a coincidence, 
but it is passing strange.” 

* * * * * 


In response to my request for the further experiences 
which are alluded to in the above letter came the following 
account which was not dated, as the letter accompanying 
them indicated the time of writing it. The dates of the inci- 
dents would be the important feature, but they are not recall- 
able now. 


“The following experiences occur so frequently that I have 
ceased to consider them out of the ordinary and put them down 
only because requested to do so by Prof. Hyslop. 

“The other day I went to the telephone to speak to a friend 
in New York. The maid said she was out but would ring me up 
when she returned. I went on about my ordinary morning 
duties for about two hours, when suddenly something within 

said: ‘There she is,’ and the impulse was so strong that I went 
down the hall to the telephone. Just as I reached it the bell rang 
and my friend was at the other end. 

“ My room is at the back of the house and I cannot possibly 
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see out of one of the front windows, yet so frequently as to be 
ridiculous, when I am sitting sewing, something says within: 
‘There is so and so coming in the gate and a moment after the 
bell rings and in comes he or she. This happens almost every* 
day and sometimes they are people I have not been thinking of 
for weeks. 

“ Four or five times in my life, I have had on lying down, the 
indescribable sensation of apparently separating myself from my 
body. I seem to hang poised above my body in the air, looking 
down at it, and perfectly conscious of all my surroundings. It 
is a delicious feeling of perfect freedom, but seems to require some 
sort of an effort on my part to be prolonged. After a few mo- 
ments there will come a curious something, pulling me back and 
I will think, ‘Oh, must I go back?’ Some mental exertion seems 
to make the period of freedom capable of being prolonged, but 
only for a short time and at last I allow myself gradually to sink 
back. I find of late that I can cultivate the feeling of going away 
from my body, tho not quite in the same way as the above definite 
experiences. I come back greatly rested and refreshed. 


“Last winter on two or three occasions I cured my children 
(apparently) once of a bad earache and once of a violent attack 
of fever by mental suggestion. Let me say that the two children 
I was successful with are very susceptible. I have another that 
I can do nothing with at all. I had tried every known remedy 
for the boy’s earache and could not get the doctor. He was in 
agony and had been so for hours. I sat down beside him and 
asking him to be quiet for a moment, took his hand and speaking 
mentally to him, commanded him with a great mental effort of 
will to be well. He turned over and looking up in great surprise, 
exclaimed: ‘ Why it is all gone,.mother. What did you do?’ 
The doctor came in at that moment and I told him what I. had 
done. He looked at the ear, said the drum was very much in- 


flamed and swollen, and feared the pain would return, but it did 
not. 


“ With the other child, she awoke about three in the morning, 
temperature 104, great difficulty in breathing, and pain in her 
chest. I would not send for the doctor at that hour and there 
was no hot water for a poultice, so I determined to try mental 
suggestion till the hour became decent enough to send for the 
doctor. I spoke to her mentally at intervals of about half an 
hour. After each command she went to sleep and at each waking 
seemed better. By seven o’clock she was sleeping peacefully 
and normally and when she woke at eight her temperature was 
normal and she had no sign of any disturbance. When I told the 
doctor about it, he said 3 A. M. was an excellent time to try men- 
tal suggestion. 
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“One day last August (1906) the boy who had the earache 
was told not to go into the ocean that morning. About one 
o'clock I was sitting sewing when I heard him come in as usual 
and go to his room to wash his hands. I did not see his face at 
all, but something said loud and clear: ‘He has disobeyed and 
been in bathing.” When he came down to me, I immediately 
proceeded to make it easy for him to confess, which he did. This 
sort of mental telepathy has happened often with this child, under 
similar circumstances, in fact all the time I am conscious of being 
en rapport with him. He is usually very obedient and amenable. 

“The mother of a great friend was to have a serious operation. 
I knew the operation was to be, but did not know the day or 
week. Last Saturday morning (October 20th) something within 
kept saying: ‘The operation is going on now,’ and at eleven 
o'clock I felt quite relieved, feeling sure it was over. On Mon- 
day I got a letter from my friend telling me the operation had 
been at eleven Saturday. 

“Last Thursday (October 18th) I said to the children’s gov- 
erness: ‘I am perfectly sure that Mary (the cook) is going to 
leave me.’ She laughed at me and said: ‘ Why should you think 
so?’ I replied that I did not know, but thought her children 
were sick. On Friday she got a telegram summoning her at 
once—all five children were ill with scarlet fever. I may add 


that the woman is very valuable and has been with me a long 
time.” 


* * * 


The following verification of this is signed by the gov- 
erness. 


“T write to verify Mrs. Quentin’s statement, as on Thursday, 
October 18th, she told me of her presentiment that Mary, the 
cook, would have to leave, as her sister’s children were ill. 


J D. 
* * * * * 

The next experience by Mrs. Quentin to be recorded was 
one which occurred while she was under the influence of an 
anaesthetic during a dental operation. It was put on record 
soon after its occurrence, as the account itself shows. 


February 26th, 1907. 
On the 29th of January, 1907, I went to Dr. H , of New 
York, to have two wisdom teeth taken out. I had never taken 
gas before, and do not remember ever hearing any one describe 
having done so. As the anaesthetic began to take effect, I closed 
my eyes, and it seemed to me my body and outward sensations 
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became completely dulled, while the thinking me inside became 
doubly alert. I seemed to be shut into a little dark room, and I 
thought “ how strange; I am able to see through my eyelids.” I 
watched the entire performance in this same extraordinary way, 
seeing Dr. H turn around and take up his forceps, seeing 
the window just in front of me and out into the back yard of the 
neighbors. I remember wondering if they could see into the 
room, and all the while I kept thinking, “ how strange that I can 
see all this; they can evidently render the outside of me uncon- 
scious, but cannot touch the part that thinks.” 

The whole operation only lasted a moment or two and I came 
to in quite the ordinary way exclaiming, to Dr. H , as I did 


so, “ Why how strange! I saw everything you did through my 
closed eyes.” 


A. B. QUENTIN. 
* * * * 


The reader will remark some similiarity between this ex- 
perience and those narrated above in which Mrs. Q. seemed 
spontaneously to have left the body. There is a decided dif- 
ference in some respects, but the general clairvoyant condi- 
tion of both is the same, if I may use a term that is perhaps 
still under adjudication for the right to employ it in a super- 
normal sense. In this instance it is possible that the whole 
scene as pictured may have had the same origin as hypno- 
gogic illusions which so often occur in the borderland of 
sleep. There is no proof of the supernormal acquisition of 
knowledge in this instance, and also no corroborative testi- 
mony of the condition, and of course there can be none of it. 
But the experience is all that we are recording and whatever 
value it may have wi!l be determined by the place it occupies 
in a collective mass of like experiences by many persons. 

The following dream by Mrs. Quentin explains itself. It 
was written out at my request. It relates to incidents men- 


tioned in the letter of July 12th, 1906, and reiterates a state- 
ment made then: 


January 25th, 1907. 

I dreamed last night that I was going to , the home of 
my ancestors, for some sort of a festival. The time seemed to 
be about 150 years from the present, and I was strangely con- 
scious of being in the body and yet in the spirit. As I came down 
the lane I found that the bay had encroached so far on the land 
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in 150 years that the shore line was quite changed. (This would 
seem to be a remnant of my constant dream of the old place, 
where the water comes up and covers the lawn. I am the fourth 
generation that has had this water dream and my daughter has 
also had it.) 

The house was quite changed—neither as it is now nor as it 
used to be. There was a great number of people, not one of 
whom I had ever seen before, and mingled with the strange 
guests, were the spirits of all the dear ones who have ever lived 
in the old house. They all looked young and happy—my grand- 
mother particularly. I seemed to be the only one who could see 
the spirits and I walked and talked with them, holding their hands 
and embracing them without fear. My grandmother told me im- 
mediately that she no longer cared about having the old home 
altered and the furniture divided and taken out. 

(To explain this, let me say that she died in December, 1904. 
having lived in the old house for eighty years and being very 
unusually attached to it. After her death the home had to be 
broken up and the things divided and I dreamed every single 
night for one year that she came and wanted the things put back. 
In a hundred forms this dream occurred every night, just as reg- 
ularly as going to bed, so that I grew quite unhappy over an 
unavoidable thing.) 

To continue—at last one said to me: “Do you see how 


strangely every one looks at you when you talk to us—they think 
you are insane.” 


I wept in my dreams with anger and indignation and said: 
“Tsn’t that just like the world. They can’t see any further than 
their noses and because I can they think I am insane.” 


After a time some one (not a spirit) asked me to sing. I in- 
stantly became two people. I could distinctly see my body and 
my spirit standing side by side, the one reluctant to sing, the 
other commanding. Some one handed me a zither (an instru- 
ment I have no knowledge of) and I sang a song I had never 
seen before, words or music. I remember thinking that the 
reason I could sing this something I did not know was because 
my spirit was really doing it all. Just as I finished the voice of 
an aunt now living called very loud and clear from the next room 
and this awakened me. I seemed to come up out of the depths 
like a person coming to the surface after a dive, and I spoke to 
myself and said, “ Now I know two things, grandmother has for- 
given us for disturbing the old home and I shall be able to sing 
on the other side.” I kept repeating this joyfully, as I love to 
sing more than anything. When I awoke I was able to recall 
all the words—two verses—of the song and the music, neither of 
which were in the least familiar. I thought I ought to get up 
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and write it down, but it was bitter cold and I just getting over 


la grippe, so I did not do it, and in the morning I could only recall 
one line of the chorus: 


“ Barmaville, Barmaville: mature eyes, mature eyes.” 
What Barmaville is I cannot imagine. The strangest thing 
about it all was the sense of real presence, which I have had once 
before, and which makes it quite unlike an ordinary dream, and is 
perfectly indescribable. I cannot put it into words. 


A .B 
* * * * * 
The reader will remark the resemblance of this experience 
to that in the dental chair, at least in respect of its sensations 
representing independence of the body. The general charac- 


ter of it coincides also with the dramatic form of the auto- 
matic writing. 
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Editorial. 


EDITORIAL. 


We announce in this issue the retirement of Mr. Hereward 
Carrington from official connection with the American Soci- 
ety for Psychical Research. Mr. Carrington, it will be re- 
membered, is the author of the Reports on the Novia Scotia 
Case and Lily Dale, and various articles published in the Pro- 
ceedings and Journal. 


It is with much regret that we announce the recent death 
of Mr. A. Van Deusen, who was a Founder of the American 
Institute for Scientific Research. He was one of the six per- 
sons who contributed the original $25,000 which was neces- 
sary to insure the organization of psychic research in this 
country, and with the others gave permission to use the prin- 
cipal for the necessary work. Mr. Van Deusen did not wish 
his name to be used in connection with the gift, but death has 
removed the obligation of secrecy, and we are glad to pay 


him this honor for his faith in the needs of the Institute and 
its work. 


PHYSIOLOGY AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


An interesting article in Everybody's Magazine for May de- 
serves some attention for general readers because of its rela- 
tion to the problems of psychic research. It is by Dr. William 
Hanna Thomson, Physician to the Roosevelt Hospital and 
Consulting Physician to New York State Manhattan Hos- 
pital for the Insane. He is also author of Brain and Person- 
ality, a work of some interest in that it defends the independ- 
ence of mind on the ground of the conclusions suggested by 
aphasia. The primary interest in the essay in Everybody's is 
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its support or assertion of the same claim upon the basis of 
facts in insanity and the use of narcotics and drugs generally. 
To the present writer this contention on the part of Dr. 
Thomson is not so assured as he thinks in so far as the con- 
clusions of physiology are concerned. The doctrine which 
he advances may still have to be more fully supported by fact 
and experiment, but there is no gainsaying the right of the 
psychologist to remark the dispute still going on in the camp 
of the materialists where it has so long been supposed that 
they were agreed as to the fundamental postulates and results 
of physiology. 

The first contention of Dr. Thomson is that drugs do not 
affect the brain, but that it is the mind which they influence, 
and also the remarkable statement that insanity does not 
affect the brain. He does not make this depend upon his 
own experiments and authority, but upon that of other in- 
vestigators. Dr. Thomson quotes the published statements 
of Dr. A. W. Campbell “that he was convinced from a 
lengthy experience in the pathological laboratory attached 
to the Rainhill Asylum, that in such lunatics all the micro- 
scopic methods at our disposal will fail to disclose changes 
either in the nerve cells or fibers, which we can refer to their 
altered mental condition.” In other words, says Dr. Thom- 
son, insanity neither affects nor deranges the brain struc- 
turally. He then proceeds to assert that alcohol is the only 
drug that affects or injures the brain among those used as 
narcotics. Asa consequence he continues with the statement 
that “the brain no more thinks than a man’s pen thinks.” 

The object of these statements is to enforce Dr. Thom- 
son’s view that the brain is an instrument and not the agent 
in consciousness. This view was advocated in his book on 
“Brain and Personality ” as indicated, as he thought, by the 
phenomena of aphasia. The doctrine is here reiterated and 
presented with some detail of illustration. 

If Dr. Thomson’s view be correct there can be no doubt 
that a soul exists, regardless of what you may consider it, and 
no one need trouble himself about the question of its nature 
at present. To say that the mind uses the brain as an instru- 
ment is to dislodge materialism, and to claim that there is 
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physiological evidence for this view is to challenge material- 
ism in its own stronghold. The independent existence of 
mind, however closely associated with the body, is a step to- 
ward the claims of psychical research, and we must not be 
blamed if we call attention to this division in the ranks of the 
physiologists and to the bold assertion of Dr. Thomson that 
science can sustain the instrumentality of the brain as against 
its primary agency in the production of consciousness. Ifthe 
mind exists independently and acts on the brain instead of 
being its function, it is only a question of evidence, the kind 
of evidence, whether it does not act occasionally in the phys- 
ical universe, through other organisms or media, when dis- 
associated from the living organism. Its possibility has to be 
admitted as a consequence of its independence of the organ- 
ism in the living. Materialism would make it impossible, be- 
cause it does not concede its existence as an agent other than 
through the brain. That is, materialism does not grant any 
mind accompanying the brain in any sense but as a function 
of it like molecular action. ‘There is on this assumption no 
possibility of consciousness apart from the brain. But con- 
cede that the mind is not the brain, that it can function, with- 
out itself being a function of the brain, and it is possible that 
it may exist when the brain is dissolved, and that existence 
once conceded it is equally possible that communication be- 
tween it and the living may be established, after telepathy as 
a process between these living minds has once been obtained 
as afact. It will thus be apparent what consequence follows 
from Dr. Thomson’s position, and if physiology has come to 
this conclusion we may well call attention to the breaking up 
of the opposition to the claims of the psychic researchers. 

But I fear that we cannot rejoice so much as we might 
desire over the view of Dr. Thomson. Physiology is not yet 
so agreed in these matters as to justify any confident use of 
either its division or its conclusions in one wing to enforce an 
interest in psychic research. I think the ablest physiologists 
will dispute, with a great show of facts, any such radical 
view as is defended by Dr. Thomson. 

The first weakness exhibited by the author is his naive 
statement that “a man’s mind is not himself, but his,” and a 


| 
| 
| 


412 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


little later that “the real self is the will.” Now if anything 
is decided in philosophy and science it is that the “ self” and 
the “ mind” are one and the same thing. Dr. Thomson may 
set up another doctrine if he prefers, but he must prove his 
right to the distinction which he advances, and he does not 
produce any evidence for it whatever. In fact, once ad- 
mitted it simply reduces reflective thinking to chaos. It rep- 
resents one of those old distinctions of function that had no 
relation to reality and has never been recognized in serious 
or intelligent philosophy. The identification of the “ self” 
with the will is the old doctrine of Carpenter which never had 
any standing in his time and has had none since. This also 
would make thinking on these questions absurd, and it is not 
intelligent in any respect. 

The absurdity of Dr. Thomson’s view at these fundamen- 
tal points throws serious doubts on his right to speak on the 
physiological question. It certainly removes his right to 
authority, especially when the leading physiologists would 
dispute his whole theory of the relation between narcotics 
and the brain and also that of insanity and the brain. There 
are well settled conceptions on this matter, and tho they may 
be revisable, they cannot be dislodged in this ad captandum 
manner. 

The theory of materialism is stronger than some men are 
willing to admit and it is no refutation of it to find discrepan- 
cies not easily explained in the field of physiology. We may 
well point to these and to the division of sentiment among 
the authorities for restraining dogmatism, but the mass of 
facts in the possession of the ablest men tending to show 
the relation between the brain and consciousness is not easily 
to be set aside by one who has a pet theory to defend. No 
doubt there are perplexities in the doctrine of materialism 
which insists so strenuously upon the physical basis of con- 
sciousness, but with all these there is such a well defined mass 
of evidence for the uniformity of the relation between the 
manifestation of consciousness and the functional integrity 
of the nervous system that the facts discrediting the gener- 
alization of physiological science must be both well supported 
by systematic experiments and protected by an immense 
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quantity of evidence before we can lightly ignore the results 
of the past three centuries of work. I certainly respect the 
orthodox physiologists in their cautious and painstaking ex- 
periments and their many facts and should desire better au- 
thority and facts than Dr. Thomson adduces before risking 
my defense of a soul on so flimsy a basis as he does. All that 
his article can do is to justify the layman’s suspense of judg- 
ment until he reads other authorities. The misfortune of 
Dr. Thomson’s article is that many will suppose, in their in- 
terest to question a materialistic view, that the case is really 
stronger for his claims than is the fact, and will ignore the 
immense body of facts which make a really scientific man 
cautious about deserting a materialistic theory, especially 
when the desertion has to rest, for defence, on the disputable 
results of drugs and aphasia. 

There is no use in making a bugbear of materialism. It 
has been the natural reaction against the old supernaturalism, 
which tended to assign too large a place to capricious action 
in the cosmos. Whatever feelings we may have against the 
theory we shall some day recognize that it has contributed to 
human knowledge one of the most important convictions 
which it will be the lot of man to admit, namely, the uniform- 
ity of nature and the existence of fixed conditions in the laws 
of nature which it is not the interest of man to ignore in any 
development that he seeks or can realize. It is the obverse 
side of the order which men desire to be spiritual and is not 
to be disregarded in the interest of the side which may quite 
as much exaggerate lawlessness as the opposing view may 
overestimate the fatality of things. 


* * * 


A propos of this discussion of the divisions in the ranks of 
physiologists it may be well to remark the position of modern 
physics regarding the old doctrine of the stability of matter. 
Christianity maintained that matter was ephemeral and tran- 
sient, that it was created and would be destroyed at some 
time agreeable to the will of the Creator. When science ad- 
vanced the doctrine of the indestructibility of matter and the 
conservation of energy, the fact was taken as confirming the 
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speculation of the ancient atomists who had asserted the in- 
destructibility of matter and against which Christian specula- 
tions were a protest and adenial. But recent physical specu- 
lations about the relation between ether and matter have 
tended to regard matter as resolvable into ether in some way ; 
at least to regard it as not the ultimate form of reality. Now 
the discoveries associated with radio-active substances have 
suggested, apparently in an experimental way, the transmu- 
tation of the elements and with it the idea of the destructi- 
bility of matter. Professor Kennedy Duncan in Harper's 
Monthly Magazine for May has called attention to some facts 
which will appear remarkable and revolutionary to all who 
have been accustomed to certain conceptions of the fixity 
of the atoms and the elements. He notes that radium breaks 
down into helium and further investigation discovered that 
radium, if placed in water, broke down, not into helium, but 
into neon. If copper sulphate be placed in the water with the 
helium, it breaks down into argon. Here the transmutation 
of the elements depends on the environing substances, and 
we either have no elements at all, or the transmutations which 
experiment shows represents the dissolvability of matter. 
Professor Duncan maintains this destructibility and even 
goes so far as to assert the original Christian conception, 
without giving it this name. 

We do not here indorse any statements or conclusions 
which Professor Duncan may-assert. It may not be repre- 
sentative of the general convictions of scientists that his doc- 
trine should be stated as he does. And it may not be cor- 
rect to indicate that this older theory is being demonstrated 
by physical science, or that the well established views of 
science are being revolutionized thereby. But one thing is 
certain. Science has modified some of the conceptions long 
entertained regarding the intransmutability of the elements, 
whatever that view was at one time. Any revision of long 
established scientific conceptions has its value for all persons 
who are discovering new facts in the psychological field, not 
as proving anything in that field, but as showing the necessity 
for open-mindedness and readiness to investigate. Moreover 
any doctrine like that which questions or denies the ultimate- 
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ness of matter as it has been known to physical science since 
the time of the Greek atomists raises the question, whether 
the materialistic theory can even sustain itself within the 
territory which it has always claimed for itself. If you as- 
sume, as Professor Duncan seems to do, that matter is phe- 
nomenal, that is, perishable, capable of being dissolved into 
something else which we have not known as matter at all, we 
may raise the question whether it is not spirit that is the only 
permanent and imperishable thing in the universe. Of 
course, you may insist that all things are transient and per- 
ishable, matter and mind together. But assuming, as phys- 
ical science does, that something has to be eternal to make 
science possible, and then holding that matter “ decays,” van- 
ishes into something else, we should be forced by the logic 
of the case to admit that possibly we should have to accept 
spirit as permanent and the existing physical view of the 
world sacrificed to the point of view advanced by those who 
believe in the existence of spirit. It is at least legitimate to 
call attention to the tendencies of physical science to ap- 
proach the position which seems to be supported by psychic 
research. ‘The least that this tendency should do would be 
to rebuke dogmatic scepticism and denial. 

We do not quote such tendencies as proving anything for 
the psychic researcher: for they certainly do not prove any of 
his claims. But the physicist cannot assume a monopoly of 
confidence when he starts to revise his science in favor of a 
larger supersensible cosmos than he had before admitted and 
which opens untold vistas to investigation and reflection. 


| 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


LILY DALE AS SEEN BY FRIENDLY EYES. 


As an individual Spiritualist, and again as an officer of Lily 
Dale Assembly, I have only words of appreciation for the motives 
which prompted Mr. Carrington’s investigation of Physical Phe- 
nomena at that center during August of 1907, while the spirit 
which dominates his report thereon is certainly commendable. 

I wish that Prof. Hyslop’s preface to the latter might have 
most careful reading by thoughtful Spiritualists everywhere. 

In spite, however, of the painstaking methods of the inquiry 
and the evident endeavor for fairness manifested in the conclu- 
sions therefrom, the Report has caused no little misunderstanding 
and serious misrepresentation of the real character of Lily Dale. 
Upon my desk at this moment lie mute, but powerful witnesses 
to the truthfulness of this statement. A column article from the 
Toronto Mail and Empire of March 8th proclaims with gloating glee 
“this famous stronghold of Spiritualism to be permeated with 
frauds and swindles ”; that “the proprietors of the resort have 
made possibly hundreds of thousands of dollars out of their en- 
terprise;” “ that the next issue of the American Society for Psy- 
chical Research publication will put the whole community under 
the ban.” 

The New York Times of the same date, as true to newspaper 
craving for sensationalism as a vulture to the drawing of carrion, 
throws into a display headline of half-inch black-faced type, ex- 
tending across the entire page of seven columns, these words: 
“Ingenious Frauds at Lily Dale Séances,”’ and indulges in the 
following very complimentary statement: “ After an exhaustive 
investigation of the alleged Spiritualistic phenomena at Lily Dale 
it was concluded that they (the “ardent folk” in attendance 
there) are simply dupes, unsophisticated, impressionable, credu- 
lous dupes, nothing more or less.” 

Ten thousand individuals visit Lily Dale during an ordinary 
summer season of seven weeks. They will compare favorabiv 
in appearance, conduct and average intelligence with a like num- 
ber of visitors at the famous Chautauqua Assembly, their more 
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pretentious neighbor, while in general astuteness they are not one 
whit inferior to any bigoted Canadian editor, nor to any concealed 
personality who for the moment rattles around in a small portion 
of the editorial chair which the gifted Henry J. Raymond once 
filled so completely and gloriously. Mr. Carrington set the seal 
of his disapproval upon eight individuals, therefore the “ whole 
community,” which includes the other ninety-nine hundred and 
ninety-two (9992) “are to be put under the ban,” in other words 
they are all tricksters because eight of the total number may be. 


Lily Dale is above all things else a place for summer outings 
and educational opportunities, instead of merely a financial har- 
vesting time for fakirs. The large majority of people are drawn 
there for renewal of old and the formation of new friendships ; to 
enjoy both in and out-of-door amusements; for the instruction of 
Special Classes conducted by those of acknowledged competency 
on Psychic questions ; to profit by the daily platform lectures ; to 
strengthen conviction and find comfort in listening to messages 
given in the auditorium by worthy mediums. Physical phenom- 
ena are, for the mass of visitors, merely incidents among many 
and varied features of the season’s menu, instead of being the 
whole bill of fare. A small number of the entire attendants, per- 
haps less than one in twenty, are lovers and constant patrons of 
the work by mediums for physical manifestations, while the 
multitude seek enjoyment in other channels. So the super- 
heated zeal of a small minority makes it compulsory to class 
everybody there as “ credulous dupes, nothing more or less.” 


The Assembly is not incorporated for financial profit. Under 
the statutes of New York its stockholders cannot secure gain 
from their corporate holdings therein. Instead of making hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars out of their enterprise, its manage- 
ment and friends have had two years of heroic, but successful, 
struggle to raise by subscriptions from individuals $10,000 of the 
corporation’s unsecured indebtedness. There is always rejoicing 
when the current expenses are fully covered by each season’s re- 
ceipts. 

A casual reader would draw the conclusion that sending farm- 
ing implements to the inhabitants of Jupiter by a “ wealthy 
sucker” happened at Lily Dale, which is absolutely untrue. 
Turning back to page 99 of the Report shows that Mr. Carrington 
must have intended the incident as a good story of a happening 
at a Materializing séance somewhere. Inexactness in statement, 
probably unintentional, leads to special ridicule therefore being 
wrongly directed to this camp. 

_ The public is entitled to know that once before this investiga- 
tion, and again after it was known to have ended in unfavorable 
conclusions, Prof. Hyslop was invited to appear in the summer 
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lecture course at Lily Dale, without the least hint of any restric- 
tion upon his utterances. This indicates appreciation of his 
efforts for Truth and a genuine desire to profit by his experience. 


Mr. Carrington’s scant mention of the discovery there of gen- 
uine mental phenomena leaves the impression upon the popular 
mind that nothing but trickery in mediumship is prevalent on the 
shores of the Cassadaga Lakes. The dominant sentiment of the 
Camp towards proven dishonesty could have been emphasized 
by stating that not only Hugh Moore and Mabel Aber Jackman 
had been driven from the Assembly grounds for holding tricky 
Materializing séances, but W. O. Knowles’ 1906 engagement was 
cancelled before completion because of the Board’s belief from 
evidence in its possession that he was using information from 
mortal sources for spirit messages. 


Many will wish that Mr. Carrington had filed charges with 
the Assembly officers and thereby given the accused mediums an 
opportunity of defending themselves. Had they refused to hold 
séances under strict test conditions his verdict would have been 
absolutely unassailable. This failure, and neglect to give the 
public the benefit of the more prominent experiences of long time 
patrons of some of those condemned, such as the sincere and in- 
telligent patriarchs of Lily Dale’s Philosophers’ Corner, leaves the 
verdict of guilty resting wholly upon the infallibility of Mr. C.’s 
observations and judgment. He becomes at once detective, sole 
witness, Attorney, Jury, Judge, and Executioner. At the same 
time I incline to regard him as a worthy successor in patience 
and keenness of observation to his fellow countryman, the la- 
mented Richard Hodgson, and can but hope that he will before 
long be overwhelmed with the latter’s certainty of the survival 
of the individual after death. 

Does the investigation prove that each one of these mediums 
never does, or can, give genuine demonstrations? 

While Camille Flammarion recently said, “one may lay it 
down as a principle that all professional mediums cheat,” yet he 
added “ but they do not always cheat, and they possess real, un- 
deniable, psychic powers.” None are more concerned than Spir- 
itualists in knowing why it is necessary for a genuine medium to 
ever cheat. The Frenchman just named tells us: ‘‘ Sometimes 
the mediums deceive purposely, knowing well what they are do- 
ing and enjoying the fun. But oftener they unconsciously de- 
ceive impelled by the desire to produce the phenomena that peo- 
ple are expecting.” 

If Mr. Carrington is not mistaken in classing the work in- 
vestigated under intended deception, then the mediums therefore 
cannot be too completely exposed for acts proven, even though 
they may at times do honest work. Deliberate trickery halts 
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confidence, handicaps conviction, hampers acceptance of truth. 
We can all agree with Sir Oliver Lodge: “ Besides this liability 
to unconscious, or semi-conscious, fraud, there is another more 
diabolical danger, viz: the presence of impostors; they have a 
most deadly effect all round and it seems to me that at any cost 
an effort should be made to root them out.” 


I cannot speak from personal experience of the work of any 
of the mediums denounced. This fact is due to pressing official 
duties, to preference for more public entertainments that yield a 
financial return to the Assembly, and to an utter lack of interest 
in making life a perpetual study of legerdemain and kindred bald 
deceptions in order to guard myself against sacrilegious impo- 
sition. 

I ask with the eldest of the Fox Sisters, “ Why should there 
be any need of so conducting circles for manifestations as to 
cause suspicion, or leave the minds of investigators in doubt?” 
One’s orthodoxy ought not to be questioned who agrees with the 
same High Priestess in saying: “I think that the cause of Spir- 
itualism would be at this day further advanced in general accept- 
ance if cabinets and with them the phenomena called materializa- 
tion and transfiguration had never been introduced.” 


At infrequent intervals cabinets may be aids in the production 
of genuine phenomena but they shelter continual temptations to 
dishonesty. If magicians under the brightest glare of electric 
lights and in front of scores of watching eyes can for a time suc- 
cessfully mystify all of us, how much easier it is done under fav- 
oring darkness! Physical manifestations are only genuine when 
they happen spontaneously. D. D. Home said of the phenomena 
through himself: “ they will not happen when I wish and my will 
has nothing to do with them. I have no control over them what- 
ever—they occur irregularly and even when I am asleep. Some- 
pe I am many months and once I have been a year without 
them.” 

Hosts of Spiritualists are grateful to Prof. Hyslop for results 
already attained and for achievements bound to be established by 
the present trend of his efforts in the field of Psychics. God- 
speeds for the success of his labors go up from many sincere 
souls, who are too modest to intrude themselves upon his fully 
occupied moments. They will join most heartily with him in 
demanding more accurate preliminary knowledge of the methods 
of tricksters, better trained powers of observation and greater 
discrimination of judgment in dealing with the problems of me- 
diumship. 

They will not agree with his insistence that all manifestations 
through mediums be relegated to scientific laboratories for final 
acceptance or rejection. Men of science are only mortals and 
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seldom gifted with inerrancy. Mistakes and failures have been 
as characteristic of them as of Spiritualists; their pathway 
through the centuries has been a zig-zag course; many of their 
theories will-o-the-wisps ; some of their blunders stupendous ; not 
a few of their methods faulty and conclusions superficial and ar- 
rogant. Excellent illustrations of the last specification may be 
found in the late Lord Kelvin’s impatient dismissal of hypnosis 
as “mostly fraud and the remainder malobservation,” or in the 
attitude of Agassiz, Huxley, Sir William Ramsay and other illus- 
trious minds towards Psychic science. If still in the primary 
school in their own domain why accept them as experts above all 
others in things spiritual, a kingdom of whose existence many of 
them are skeptical? Again, skilled tricksters hail them as “ dead 
easies ” because of their mental posderosity and often self-suffi- 
ciency. Listen again to Flammarion: “the conditions of experi- 
menting are in general so crooked that it is easy to be duped, and 
scientists and scholars are perhaps most easily duped of all men.” 

The unswerving loyalty of Spiritualists to some invulnerable 
evidence is the primary reason for the existence of Psychic Re- 
search Societies in the world to-day. This fact is a forcible an- 
swer to Mr. Carrington’s claim on another occasion: “ we know 
that the crowd is always behind the times in its knowledge and 
beliefs; what the masses think in these matters is of no conse- 
quence.” Living truth is indivisible and in its entirety is the 
rightful heritage of every hungering human soul. Only cadav- 
ers may be dismembered and their different organs assigned to 
separate anatomists. 

Finally, the intelligences of the higher spheres did not see fit 
to first reveal proofs of individual existence beyond the grave to 
men of science, but chose rather those in the humbler walks of 
earthly life. Just so in one of the World’s older religious systems 
unpretentious fishermen, the Peters and Johns, preceding the 
Pauls, and when the latter came each class still had its special 
work to do. 

Spiritualists and Progressive Scientists seek a common goal. 
Mutual toleration, fraternal appreciation and intelligent co-opera- 
tion will enable each to find the supplement and complement of 
his own endeavors in the work of the other, and both together 
shall lead the multitude to more perfect methods of investigation, 
saner understandings and more satisfying conclusions upon the 
question of the ages: “If a man die, shall he live again?” 


GEORGE B. WARNE, 
Treasurer Lily Dale Assembly. 


We are very glad to publish Dr. Warne’s letter as repre- 
senting a side to Lily Dale which it was impossible to take 


. 
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up and discuss in connection with the phenomena that were 
primarily the object of Mr. Carrington’s visit. It was quite 
natural that the public which does not read carefully would 
suppose the exposure applied to the whole affair, but careful 
reading even of that report would show a brief recognition of 
some honest people and phenomena there. The facts could 
not be published in that connection, but are published in this 
number of the Journal. 

I think probably that Dr. Warne should not have spoken 
so harshly of the “ Canadian editor” as bigoted. For myself 
I think that the craft is not, generally, sincere or intelligent 
enough to be bigoted. Their business is to make money 
and to fool the public while they cultivate ridicule of every- 
thing as a mark of intelligence. Some of them, of course, are 
intelligent enough, but as a rule they are not to be either 
feared or respected. ‘Their criticism of anything and every- 
thing is usually a stimulus to intelligent people to ascertain 
the truth elsewhere, which is generally quite different from 
their representations, so I think there is no need of abusing 
them for bigotry when we know the real influences that dom- 
inate their calling. None are more conscious of these than 
the editors themselves and they no doubt laugh with each 
other at their clubs about the way they fool the public in 
taking them seriously. 

My difference with Dr. Warne regarding the duty of put- 
ting the investigation under scientific method is perhaps 
much less than appears. I usually say “ scientific method ” 
and not “scientists.” I was not always so careful in the in- 
troduction to the article on which Dr. Warne is animadvert- 
ing. I did once say “ scientist” in that connection and once 
I guarded it by saying “ qualified scientist,’ which expresses 
my position only less exactly than the usual manner of 
expression. I did emphasize that it was scientific method 
which was needed and I do not care who does it provided it 
isdone. I think I can quite agree with Dr. Warne’s remarks 
about many “ scientists.” It is true that this class of people 
so called have not shown themselves fit in many cases to deal 
with the problem at all. If I had been as careful as I usually 
try to be I would have said that the problem should be left in 
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the hands of “scientific method” and carefully eschewed 
any mention of “ scientists ;” for I fully realize that too many 
of that profession know nothing whatever of scientific 
method when it comes to weighing evidence. I believe it 
was Prof. S. P. Langley who said that, out of every five thou- 
sand men who claimed to be scientific, not more than one was 
really scientific. This is a fearful verdict to pass, but when 
we look at the scientific judgments that have been passed on 
the subject of psychic phenomena by men who ought to have 
had some humility according to their own habits in other 
matters, we may well understand why Spiritualists have dis- 
trusted the whole tribe. Men are to be distrusted, but not 
methods, and it was the main object of my introduction to 
emphasize the need of scientific method in obtaining progress 
in this subject. 
JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


EXPERIMENT WITH KEELER. 


[The following letter was elicited, as the reader will ob- 
serve, by Mr. Carrington’s Report on Lily Dale, published in 
the first number of Vol. II. of the Proceedings. The confirma- 
tion of Mr. Carrington’s findings will be remarked.—Editor. | 


Philadelphia, March 28th, 1908. 
My dear Dr. Hyslop :-— 

I read with much interest, in the current Proceedings, Mr. Car- 
rington’s account of his séances with P. L. O. A. Keeler, at Lily 
Dale. 

After Mr. Carrington’s detection of Keeler’s method of writ- 
ing his message, I thought it would be of considerable interest to 
the Society to know that Keeler has actually been seen writing, in 
the audacious manner thought probable in the article referred to. 

The detection of the fraud was brought about by a lucky com- 
bination of circumstances, as follows: 

In the summer of 1905, having become interested in medium- 
istic phenomena, I went to Lily Dale to make some first-hand 
investigations. 

While there, I met two men whom I will call Messrs. Y. and 
Z., who were spending their vacations near the Assembly 
grounds, with their wives and children. They were attractive, 
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educated people of about my own age, and during my stay we 
saw a good deal of each other. We were all completely skeptical 
in regard to spiritistic phenomena of any kind. 

I obtained two sittings with Keeler, with results very similar 
to Mr. Carrington’s, and like him, I was refused a third sitting. 
I talked the matter over with Messrs. Y. and Z., and as we had 
probably been seen walking about the grounds together, we de- 
cided that the best way of continuing investigations, without ex- 
citing Keeler’s suspicions, was for the two ladies to obtain sit- 
tings. 

To satisfactorily explain matters, I insert here a sketch, show- 
ing the interesting parts of the plan view of the first floor of the 
cottage occupied by Keeler that summer: 


C.—Chairs on porch. 


P. P.—Doors. 


W. W.—Windows. 


S.—Screen. 
K.—Keeler. S.— 
D.o 3 
D.—Dupe. Table 3 


Mrs. Y. and Mrs. Z., accordingly, went to Keeler’s cottage to 
arrange for sittings. They were told at the door that Mr. Keeler 
was busy, at the time. The ladies then said they would wait 
until he could see them, and they seated themselves in chairs, at 
the end of the porch, marked “ C.” 

After a time, Mrs. Y. strolled over to the other end of the porch, 
and glancing through the window W., and door P., she could see 
past the screen “S,” which had been carelessly left to one side, 
possibly by the person who had announced their coming to 
Keeler. Keeler and his dupe, a typical spiritualist of the long- 
bearded credulous type, were sitting in full view, at “K” and 
“D” respectively. 

Mrs. Y. was surprised beyond measure at what she saw, 
which was nothing less than Keeler deliberately writing on a 
slate, held on his knees—the individual on the other side of the 
little table meanwhile waiting with rapt and expectant expres- 
sion. Mrs. Y. succeeded in attracting Mrs. Z.’s attention, who 


P. 
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came over to the window—and they both watched Keeler at his 
nefarious work for some seconds. 

Keeler then looked up and saw the ladies. 

It is needless to say that they did not get a sitting. Keeler 
also omitted the materialization séance, which was scheduled to 
appear on that night, or the night following, and to which | 
think Mr. Y. had a ticket. . 

After this, it was also very difficult for any of the party to get 
any kind of sitting whatever, in Lily Dale, although, on one oc- 
casion, we offered a “ medium ” $10 apiece for our party of five. 

Very truly, 


A. B.C : 


A CORRECTION. 


In the great posthumous book of the lamented Frederic W. H. 
Myers, entitled “ Human Personality, and Its Survival of Bodily 
Death,” Longmans, Green and Company, 1903; and on page 137 
of the second volume of that epoch stirring book may be found 
the following passage. The name Mr. Le Baron being my own 
nom de guerre. Mr. F. W. H. Myers says, “ The outbursts of this 
Martian speech are noticeable as a parallel to the ‘deific verbiage ’ 
which used to throng through the lips of Mr. Le Baron (Pro- 
ceedings, S. P. R., Vol. XII, p. 277) and for a long time impressed 
itself upon him as having some reality in it somewhere. The 
most interesting peculiarity indeed in the Martian tongue is its 
exclusively French formation; which would seem to argue its 
elaboration in a mind familiar with French alone.” 

The word “seem” saves the opinion from the stamp of dog- 
matism. For, the truth is, I scarcely know anything of French: 
am criminally ignorant of the structure of the French language: 
in fact, the only languages with which I had dabbled, prior to 
this spiritualistic experience, was English, some college Greek, a 
little Latin, and a Sioux dialect. I am not a linguist. My par- 
ents were not. The only scientific calling which I pursue with 
zeal, and delight, is that of psychological philosophy. I have 
never given a séance in my life. Being filled with a sense of false 
shame in matters of this kind, I have most carefully avoided psy- 
chical publicity. But the demands of Truth, for the good of 
others, and the advancement of Science, demand that I crucify 
my feelings. I learned then, whilst perusing the second volume 
of Frederic W. H. Myers’ book “‘ Human Personality,” page 130, 
that there appeared in Paris and Geneva, in 1900, Professor Flour- 
ney’s book entitled “Des Indes a la planete Mars: Etude sur un cas 
de Somnambulisme avec Glossalalie.’ Professor Flournoy asserts 
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that a Mlle. Smith, not a paid medium, but a lady occupying a 
leading post on the staff of “a large maison de commerce at Gen- 
eva” had an assumed spirit control from the planet Mars. “ Its 
reality,” says Mr. Myers, “ was supported by a Martian language, 
written in a Martian alphabet.” Professor Flournoy, according 
to Mr. Myers, believes that this Martian language of Mlle. Smith, 
instead of being in any way a proof of her previous incarnation 
on the planet Mars, was, after all a mental phenomenon; resulting 
from submerged memory, and subliminal inventiveness, viz., 
cryptomnesia. It is a little singular, that, in both Mlle. Smith’s 
case, and my own, this assumed Martian language should have 
been used, by “ demons” in us, to prove the theory of reincarna- 
tion. But the bullet flew wide of the mark. On her side this 
Martian language was used to prove that she had previously been 
incarnated in the planet Mars. On my side, the “demon” (?) 
used it, to prove that I had once been incarnated as Ramases II 
or Sesastris. Assuming this identity of the language of Mars, 
with that of Egypt; either the Egyptians got their language from 
Mars, or Mars from Egypt. Now, if this sort of thing came from 
our Subliminal Selves; how utterly worthless are our Subliminal 
Selves as scientific teachers of philology! If it came from 
Demons, what liars the Demons are! What time and means, I 
spent, to be sure, trying to ascertain whether the language I 
spoke was that of Ramases, i. e., ancient Egyptian. Professor 
James assisted me. But, we could not find a learned philologist 
on Earth, who could substantiate the “demons” (?) claim to 
this language, as being the language of Sesastris, or Ramases II. 
And nothing earthly could have been gained by the “ demons,” 
either in Mlle. Smith’s case or my own, by making such a ridic- 
ulously lying claim. Nothing but their notoriety; or the grati- 
fication of a momentary megalomania; or malignity. In the year 
1903, came the statement of Frederic W. H. Myers, who asserted 
that ““the most interesting peculiarity indeed in the Martian 
tongue is its exclusively French formation; which would seem to 
argue its elaboration in a mind familiar with French alone.” As 
I have observed, my own mind is in no sense familiar with 
French. Hence the Martial language could not have been elabor- 
ated—in my case—from what never existed. I do not pretend to 
say that the mystery is solved. 


ALBERT LE BARON. 


Mr. Le Baron’s correction of some impressions enter- 
tained by Mr. Myers is an important one, not because there 
is any evidence that the superficial interpretation of the phe- 
nomena under review is the right one, but because it is time 
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to be honest with ourselves and to admit some measure of 
ignorance regarding such facts. Mr. Myers and Prof. Flour- 
noy were supported by good evidence in the view that the 
language of Mile. Helene Smith in her alleged communica- 
tion with the planet Mars was not a spiritistic product. Its 
structure after the model of French betrayed its origin be- 
yond question in the subconscious action of her mind. But 
this fact did not explain its variation from the French. The 
unverifiable feature of this variation makes it impossible 
to assume scientifically that it is what it claims to be. 

There are two assumptions often made regarding the 
source of such phenomena which need examination. The 
first is that, because we do not consciously do certain things, 
they are not done by ourselves, that is, by the same subject 
which does act consciously in its normal capacity. The sec- 
ond is that the honesty of the subject is a sufficient reason to 
accept the superficial interpretation of the facts. Both as- 
sumptions are false. The limits of our personality are not 
found in our normal consciousness and the honesty of our 
normal nature has nothing to do with the character of the 
phenomena exhibited by our subconscious activities. 

But the most important thing to remember is that we 
cannot attribute demoniac lying to the subconscious action 
of the mind. What it says may be false, but we have no evi- 
dence that it is designedly and maliciously false. The auto- 
matic action of the mind must be adjudged by the assump- 
tions at the base of such action, and these are that the mind is 
not normally conditioned or responsible. If there be any in- 
telligence at all in its behavior, it is not related to the same 
facts as the normal consciousness and we cannot ascribe lying 
to it or any malign purposes. It may, as a fact, be guilty of 
them, but we have as yet no criterion for distinguishing, in 
subliminal action, between mechanically automatic and pur- 
posive action. ‘This is to say, that we are not reduced to the 
alternatives of supposing that a phenomenon is consciously 
produced and that it is demoniac if unconsciously produced. 
The phenomena may be like our dreams and somnambulic 
states, namely, mental but not designedly deceptive. 

JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


